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28th. June, 1935 . 

The Superintendent, 

In my reports of 16. 6.20 , 5.2 . 26 and 
3/9/29, I devo·,.Jd considerable space to the storage of goods 
being recognised tlle world over, as a normal function of a 
Port Authority. The storage of goods is, of course , a dis
tinct operation and in no way related to goods incurring 
demurrage whilst lying in a transit shed. 

Many importers, particularly those 
whose businesses are situated inland, would gladly pay reason
able charges for handling and storage, if they could thereby 
leave their goods stored free of heavy demurrage charge s , 
until they could arrange for clearance and distribution 
according to the requirements of their business. 

In my report of 3 . 9.29, I gave the 
quantity of goods then on storage as just over 4,000 tons; 
the quantity of goods on storage during May last was over 
9,000 tons, returning a revenue of £321 for the month. 

1'he ti.ne has now arrived when the areas 
in the transit sheds which are available for storage, are 
almost all occupied and roy object in making this report is to 
suggest that the Board consider the question of building 
storage accommodation on one of the three sites shown in my 
report of 16.6.20. 

The time is pe1·liaps not opportune to 
resume either of the first two sit0s, but No. 3 is lying idle 
and I f.esire to earnestly commend to the careful consideration 
of the Board, a storage warehouse of approximately 200 feet 
by 100 feet, of three floors with founda~ions for o fourth, 
on the north-west corner of the Little D, ck site . 

It might be possible to induce ll.M. 
Customs to accept portion of this building as a Central Exam
ination site, in which case it would be necessary to add the 
fourth floor at once. 'l'he removal of all the Customs work 
to this site would also release large areas of trAnsit sheds 
for their normal work. 

It is di£ficult to estimate the cost of 
o. fully equipped storage wurehouse on this site , on account 
of the foundations etc., but it would probably be somewhere 
between forty o.nd fifty thousand pounds; the prospective 
revenue however, should be sufficient to write it off in say 
40 years; as great a f actor as the revenue, however, and one 
·.vhich should be taken into consideration with the cost, ·is the 
relief which it would afford to the transit sheds, thereby 
enabling them to cater with gre 9. "ter facility for the vessels 
working. 

(Jg-1. .'. 11f.R,GCLD:'!1i. 

'i.Rtv'FIC MANAGER, 



' ,--------
OLD DOCK SITE. 

~ :---------i;i~l D. 

BUS TERM INUS SUGGESTED. 

TOWN PLANN-;;;-COMMITrEE•S 
P ROP OSALS, 

.~uLOCATIO:, OF COSTS. 

"The request that the old dock site 
should bo rescrYccl as an open space 
either in pholc of in part, nppcars to be 
actuated by the reeling that complete 
building cn·er the site may ultimately be 
found a mistake of considerable magni
tude, ono 11ot onl,v entailing the acsthc
~!cs of the city but also influencing con
S!dcrably its traflic orgauisation," stated 
a, report h::u1decl to the Auckland Town 
PI.anning Association b7 a sub-com
llilttec set up to consider the treatment 
of the olcl dock site 

"The committee is Or the opinion that 
such building over would act both ways, 
but most certainly regarding the future 
requirements of t raffic in this city .. Su f
ficient of the area should be resumed to 
allow for treatment as a loading station 
,vhcre o,·cr thirty buses would pick up 
and set down passengers, to provide ro,id 
nccPss lo the residue area, and allow for 
8ufficient space to provide for amenity. 
The functioning of this layout, it is felt, 
should surely result in increased values 
in the sections on the old dock site facing 
it. for the loading stations will draw the 
n1hlic. Regarding the direction of velii
<:ular traffir throughout the layout :it 
ran reaclil.v be adjudged, from whatevel· 
direction it may come, or in what dircc· 
tion its destination, how readily it can 
hC' 1ian<lled so as to avoid delay or col
lision points. 

'·In dealing with the layout of the 
nrea and as a logical sequence, considera
tio11 has been ~dven to the arrangement 
of the surrounding streets, and the com
mittee wishC's to draw attention to the 
exeecdiugly bad tratnc routes from Hob
son Street to the waterfront and the 
cc-nge$ted C'Xtenf<ion of Customs Street 
\Test into Stunlee Street. The narrow 
rxtensiou of Customs Street into Sturdee 
Street rnakc::; a, most unforttmate con
nection at • .\ lbert Street nnJ shou!<l Le 
closed; nnd after allowing for the widen
in~ of 1;-:mshawe Street. the readjue-t-

1 
rnent of frontages and the setting hack 
of lh<' Albert Street corner. the residue 
sl1011ld be allo<'atecl to tl1e Harbour 
Board as part of the City Council's con• 
trihnti'Jn to the scheme. 

'"RC'~nrding- the allocation of costs it is 
f,,.lt that the provision for loading f;ta
tions to deal with traffic is as much a~ 
pi1rt of the normal functions of a muni- ! 
cipality as is the necessity to provide 
streets of adequate width and strength 
of construction to cope with l1eavy traf• 
fir. On these y,rcmiscs the committee, 
t hf'refore considers that tlw cotm:il 
sl1011ld hear the :,:rreater part of the cost 
of tlw ~chcme. The Harbour Board hav• 
inrr limited the full usefulness of Quav 
s(;eet by its requirements as to rail• 
\\':lV traffic. should provide a roadway 
11 il fr<'t wi<le from the southern rail.. 
Tt ic; also considered that tl1c Tra11sport 
Board togC'ther with other hus propric· 
tariec:; arc in ihC' nature of "uc:;C'rs" of 
the C'itv's r01wenienccc:; and f'=-l1ould con
tribute',on the principle that wl1ere spc· 
cial farilitics art) prodded, the users 
should be callNl upon to pa_v either in 
the form of license fees, rental or a per
ceni aae of the takin~s. 

"'J'o,., c;ummari~r. and /.!·ranting i110 pro
nosn.1 is n. neeeia:sity for the proper reg11• 
1ri tion of the lm~ sen ices of Auck Janel, 
it :tpprars thnt tllC m·oposal Jute:; cc-rtnin 
·<assets' whirh rould he set against the 
roi;;t!'i. 1'11(> meU:o<l of dealil1f! with tl1c 
balnn<·e of the l1ttt('r lrns hcen 8Hffic:iently 
mentionC'd prc>,·iom,l_v to proYiclc a, basis 
for n <liscrnisio11 011 the project by the 
n ut horitics roncrrned." 



I 
OLD DOCK SITE. 

II-

BOARD SUSPENDS ACTION. 

DEPUTATION RECEIVED. 

RESPITE OF THREE MONTHS. 

Tho decision to suspend action for 
three months in regard to the disposal 
of tho old dock site was made by the 
Auckland Harbour Board yesterday 
afternoon after bearing a. combinccl depu
tation from the City Council, Transport 
Board and Town Planning Association. 
The board, however, declined to take 
part in a. suggested conference in r ela
tion to the future use of the property. 

,Htcr the board had received the de
putation in private, a discussion took 
pluce in committee, and subsequently it 
was announced that o. resolution had 
1Jcc11 adopted as follows :-

" ( I) That the sections on the old dock 
i;;.ite now open for lease be withdrawn for 
three months. 

"(2) That the board considers it in
advisable at present to send delegates to 
nny ('Onfercnce, but that the chairman 
be authorised to give any information to 
those concerned that they may require. 

•' {3) That further ·cons.ideration of t,he 
committee's report of July 30 be deferred 
for three months.,, 

Clause 3 has reference to & proposal 
by the Town Planning Association that 
" strip along the frontage of the block 
in Quay Street be reserved for publlc 
purposes. 

OLD DOCK SITE. 
h 

HARBOUR 

LEASING OF SECTIONS. 

THREE MONTHS' SUSPENSION. 

After hearing representatives of Ow 
City Count'il, tho Transport Board and 
tho Town Planning Association yesterday, 
tho Auckland Harbour Board decided to 
susprnd aclion toward the disposal of tho 
ol,1 dock sile for three months, but de
clined to take part in any conference on 
thr futnrc use of the property. 

Tho meeting with the deputation from 
tho other bodies w.,is held in private bo
foro tho ordinary meeting of tho board. 
Afl<'l' a. discussion in commiltee later it 
was reported that the following resolu
tions had been adopted:-

" (1) That the sections on the old dock 
sito now or,cn for lease be withdrawn for 
three months. 

"(2) That the board considers it inad
\"isablo at present to send delegates to 
any conference, bat that the chairman 
be authorised to give any information to 
tho~o concerned that they may require. 

"(3) That furlher consideration of tho 
committee's report of July ,3() be deferred 
£or three months.•• 

Tho last paragraph refers to a proposal 
1,y the 'J'own Planning Association that a 
A(rip I\IQng tho Quay Slt'eot fronLago of 
lho block oo rcscl'ved for public pm·• 
posrs. 

S:-,A-fZ 1 
The conference to be held to-morrow 

between representati,·es of the Harbour Board, 
the City Council and the Town Planning 
Association is in more than one respect 
important. Conferences between such bodies 
are encouraging. An injury to one part of the 
city is an injury to all, and Auckland would 
be better off to-day had there been more 
co-operation between governing bodies and 
between these bodies and advisory organisa
tions. This conference will consider tho use 
oC tho dock site, which the Board proposes to 
Irnso for building purposes. There is n strong 
und justifiable feeling that this space should 
ho kept open. A good deal of space will be 
required on the waterfront for traffic develop
ments, such as services to Orakei and St. 
Helicr's, to say nothing of possibilities opened 
up by the harbour bridge scheme, and there is 
not so much room now that the community 
can afford to allow the dock site to be built on. 
The Harbour Board, however, may not be 
willing to make a present of this ,·aluahle site 
to 1he city, so that the ss,ing of the site ma)' 
depend on whether the Board, the City Council 
and the Transport Boa~d can agree upon a 
financial ~!)!It. I 

OLD DOCK SITE. 
<l\G---' __ ___,'1.,-l., 

INTENDED FOR THE PUBLIC 7 

TRAXSPORT BOARD OPINIOX. 

'·I think this is one of th& moc;t im
portant matters before the public in 
Auckland to-day," said Mr. E. H. Potter 
d . the m~eting of the Transport Bon rd 
this m?rnmg, when asking if oflicin.l in
formation had been received from the 
Harbour Board to the effect that the 
olcl dock site was to ho left open for 
public purposes. 

A l"Cp?rt was before the meeting from 
the cha1nnan, Mr. J. A. C. Allum, nnd 
)fr. L. E. Rhodes re1ating to the ronncl
tn.b1e dh;cussion which took ph\ce with 
tho Harbour Board, when rcprel'!entntiH~ 
of the City Council, Transport Bonrd 
and Town Planning As,;;ociation asked 
thn.t the lease of the site 8hou1d be with
drawn from sale until such time as pro
posals were formulated to use the area. 
for public purposeE. 

The Harbour Board, !he report etated, 
ha~ undertaken to consider the repreRen• 
tattonl!, but so far no official information 
had been received as to the board's deci 
!Jion. It was understood, 11owen•r that 
meanwhile the lease had been ,vithcirawn. 
The suggestion was made that th<.' 
Transport Bonrd shou]d use the site, or 
part of it, as a terminal for thC' various 
omnibus services. 

J.fr. Potter said it had alwnys been 
understood t11at wheu the old dock wa~ 
closed the site sboulcl be left open as 
an open space or that it s11onld be uRcd 
for road widcni11g. 

The board adopted the report and thus 
dccid(•c:1 to a.wait further denloumcnt~. 

OLD DOCK SITE 

TERMINUS FOR BUSES 
~ - - !?-"/-~. 

Thal the old dock site on Quay 
Street s hould be used a!:! a terminus 
for th e various bus services w as n 
:mggestion made to tho Trnns port 
Boarrl this morning by its chairman, 
Mr .. f. A. C. Allum. 

Commenting, Mr. E. TL Potter said 
tho queslion of the ultilisalion of the 
area was ono or the most important 
town-planning questions oC tho day. 
Som~ years c~o a public meeting had 
agree(l that the site should bP con
t-E>l"V('d for all time as an open space, 
or usf'd for street -widening purposes. 

'l'he chairman's s u~gestion was 
ndQJ,te,1 without further dlsrussiou, 
and lhe idea will be develooecl. 

'.l'HE OLD D~C~ SI'.l'E. 
~. ~'IJ "'l! • 

CITY TO BUY P RTlON. 

LOADING STATION FOR BUSES. 

Negotiations for tho purchnsc of a por .. 
lion of the old dock site fol' the puq1oi,e 
of establishing a loading-sifltion for buses 
al'C to be ope11ed nith lhe Aurkl1tnd Ilu.r
bour .Hoard Ly tho AuckI011(1 City Counci l. 
'l'he council decided last. evc11ing to autho" 
nse its town-planning cornm1ttco to meet. 
the board on the maUer and rC'po1t to 
tJ1c council for confii-ma.iion o[ any deal 
arrived at. 

The chairman of the committee, Mr. T. 
Bloodworth, said that a 6tage had been 
reached im·oJvrng tho expenditure of 
money to gain the desired enff. Part of 
tho area was needed for buses and the 

l
committcc desired to know whether the 
council was prepared lo !'.pend money to 
acquire portion of the Janel. 

.lllr. G. Grey Campbell comm•nded the 
committee on its action in keeping tho 
matter alive. 

.... 



4. ...i.U 0U.t'2TD :JO CK SI .L'D • 

uestio •1 o:f Auckland :Jou:C Site rle:ferred :fron lust 

meetins; report o:f Con:ferenee held on 3rd 3epternber . 

1. That the Sections on the Old Douk Site now 
open :for le'.Lse be i thdrawn :fro1'.1 sale :for a 
period o:f three r•1onths; 

2 . i'hat the :3oard consi lers that it is ina·l.visuble 
at the present tine to senrl tlelecfltes to any 
con:ference , out that the ~airman be authorised 
to c;i ve an~ inforw1tion to those coneerned that 
they ma;:, rec1nire. 

3. Thu,t :further eonsi1eration o:f the •:]ouuittee • s 
re.Jort o:f 30th. Jul:; 1929 be deferred for three 
months . 



)I r. . 
1

.;. THE TRAFFIC PROBLEM IN AUCKLAND: PROPOSED NEW PARKING AREA FOR MOTOR-VEHICLES. 
The old dock site, near the waterfront, which has been le~sed by the Auckland Harbour Board to Mr. W. E. Johns, who, it is understood, proposes to make the area available for the parking of motor-vehicles 



Buchlan~ 1barbour :fBoar~. 

MEMORANDUM 

10th. January, 1829. 

The Engineer, 

Please have two large notice boards 
erected on the Old DocA Site (one facing ~uay street and 
one Sturdee Street) with the fol-lowing v1ording:-

AUCKLAND H,,. ':'.BOUR BO.ARD. 

These desirable sections for lease. 

Suitable for Warehouses or ShopB. 

For terms and conaitions apply to 
any registered Land Agent 

or to Superintendent, 
A uc kl.and Harb our B ca rd, 

,.,,,, street. 

superintendent. 




